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Philosophy of Music Education
! Music Literacy music be at the CORE of the music curriculum
! We must teach our students to become independent musicians
! The fundamental goal of music literacy instruction is to connect sound to sight!

How?
! Using our daily work to introduce small concepts will build our students into 
independent musician over the course of their time in our class.  Using warm-ups, daily 
sight reading and then teaching our students how to apply what they have learned into 
their repertoire.  If we donʼt help them connect everything together, a disconnect occurs 
between the learning and the application.  
! Teaching our students how commit this to memory, helps the students recall their 
information.  We must teach them how to organize it so it is committed to stored 
knowledge.  When it is committed to long term memory, it becomes anchored in their 
memory.  

Principles 
! “Womb to Tomb” - creating a common system used for all instruction at all levels 
in every music setting.

Sound to Symbol
! Even though most music research advocates “sound to symbol” learning, but 
most music reading books start with symbol BEFORE the sound. We are throwing too 
much information at our students (staff, meter signature, key signature, clef, key 
signature, rhythm notation, bar lines, and tonal notation. The fundamental goal of 
musical literacy instruction is to connect sound to sight (symbol).

Skills Learning Sequence
! 1. Neutral Echoing (Neutral to Neutral)
! 2. Syllable Echoing (Syllable to Syllable)
! 3. Echo Translating (Neutral to Syllable)

Connecting Sound to Symbol!
! 1. Reading (symbol ---> syllable ---> sound)
! 2. Notating (sound ---> syllable ---> symbol)

How to teach it?
! 1. Warmupʼs - not only use to warm up the body, voice, and mind, but the EAR as 
! ! well!
! 2. Sight Reading - read as much as possible every time you see your choir!
! 3. With Sight Reading - once they are ready teach them the process!
! ! First - separate pitch and rhythm
! ! Second - choose whichever is easier for you (pitch or rhythm)
! ! Third - do the other (pitch or rhythm) that you didnʼt do first!
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! ! ! ! ! !

Other ways for teaching sight reading skills
! Read it backwards (both rhythms and pitches)
! Two handed rhythms (how?)

How to apply what they have (and you have) learned!
-In repertoire, use solfege when reading through a new piece.
-Use solfege to polish a difficult section or polish a part...keep them on their toes
-USe hand signs as they sing their part
-Teach a section by rote in solfege and then look at the music...apply what they already 
! know…

Other tips...
-Worksheets
-Hand sign ladder

Resources

www.takadimi.net
www.lightandmatter.com/sight/sight.html  a free sight singing text book
Masterworks Press
Melodia (now in public domain)
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Contact info:

Kyle J. Weary
Vocal Music Department Lead Teacher
Barbara Ingram School for the Arts
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Phone: (301) 766-8838
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EMail: kyle.weary@gmail.com
Website: www.kylewearymusic.com 

Pitch Process:
! Key signature, time signature
! Find “do”
! Use hand signs, chanting the solfege
! If in multiple parts: read through each part 
! ! together, then combine!

Rhythm Process:

! Time signature
! Rhythm chant methods (Kodály, Orff, 
! ! Takadimi, etc.)

http://www.takadimi.net
http://www.takadimi.net
http://www.lightandmatter.com/sight/sight.html
http://www.lightandmatter.com/sight/sight.html
http://www.kylewearymusic.com
http://www.kylewearymusic.com
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